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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY –   JUNE 5

manyspecies  1planet  1future
Did you know that you are one in 
a million? Or more precisely, one of 
millions on this wondrous planet 
- anywhere in fact between an 
estimated 5 million to 100 million 
species. Scientist have only managed 
to identify about 2 million species so 
far. If you think about it, that means 

there a huge amount we still don’t 
know about our planet or whom we 
share it with. 
What we do know though is that 
humans are among only a handful 
of species whose populations are 
growing, while most animals and 
plants are becoming rarer and fewer.

The United Nations has declared 
2010 the International Year of 
Biodiversity to focus attention on 
the need to take our foot off the 
extinction pedal.
It is an opportunity to stress the 
importance of biodiversity for 
human well-being, reflect on our 

achievements to safeguard it and 
encourage a redoubling of our efforts 
to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss.
The theme of World Environment 
Day is “Many Species. One Planet. 
One Future.” It echoes the urgent 
call to conserve the diversity of life 
on our planet.

Here today, gone tomorrow; extinction is forever

Environmental awareness has stepped up a notch at Mahurangi College this year, with the development of a WaiCare 
programme for the 180 students in Year 8.

Student work raises waterway awareness

Debbie Hamer with Bevan Hodder (left) and Sean Dugdale-
Martin at an evening showcasing the students’ work.

WaiCare is a community and 
school-based water quality 
monitoring restoration programme, 
designed to help participants learn 
ways to measure the health of local 
waterways and get involved in 
improving water quality.
During terms one and two, the 
Mahurangi students spent time 
monitoring and observing at 
Mathesons Bay, Goat Island Marine 
Reserve and along the Mahurangi 
River. Year 8 programme manager 
Debbie Hamer says the students 
used their research to develop action 
plans to inform the community and 
suggest ways to help.
They addressed a wide variety of 
topics from marine pollution and 
fishing practises to stormwater run-
off and marine life conservation.

“What’s great about the programme is 
that it’s student driven,” Mrs Hamer 
says. “They have explored a whole 
range of media to communicate 
their message including powerpoint 
productions, websites, posters, 

books and even song writing.
The students showcased their work 
at a special evening presentation at 
the school last month.
For more photos of the presentation 
visit www.localmatters.co.nz

Marine biologist Dr Roger Grace took a special interest in 
Ella Gerard’s story of the cockles at Whangateau.

Jesse Bergersen talks to Claire Hart.
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Whangateau Harbour Care has 
been short-listed for this year’s 
Green Ribbon Awards, which 
honour outstanding contributions 
to protecting New Zealand’s 
environment.
The group is one of 27 finalists 
nationwide, chosen from 143 
nominations across 12 categories, 
and the only nomination north of 
Auckland.
Environment Minister Nick Smith 
says the categories reflect the broad 

range of environmental challenges 
that New Zealand faces and the 
extraordinary range of actions taken 
to address them.
Whangateau Harbourcare and 
Landcare Group is a volunteer 
organisation which promotes 
sustainable catchment management 
practises to protect the Whangateau 
Harbour. Its various activities include 
cockle monitoring, community 
displays and education days.
“The large number and diversity 

of the nominations is a testament 
to the hard work and the many 
different ways that New Zealanders 
are working to protect our 
environment,” Dr Smith says.
“With so many outstanding and 
compelling nominations, it was 
difficult to pick out these finalists. I 
wish them all the best of luck.”
Harbourcare representatives Dr 
Roger Grace and Margaret Simpson 
will travel to Parliament for the 
awards ceremony this week (June 3).

Whangateau in running for Green Ribbon
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Open everyday till 5pm for coffee

     Outstanding Allpress Coffee
     Delicious Food & Hot Soup
     Unforgettable Ice Cream
     Sensational Frozen Berries

Blue Ice Cream Cafè
2 Matakana Valley Road

Phone 422 7797
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The Warkworth/Wellsford Green Dollars Exchange is planning a mid-
winter/Matariki pot luck dinner this month.

Dan Mohr shows that green money really does grow on trees.

Alternative currency scheme catches on locally
Dan says one member saved herself 
considerable time when planning 
her son’s birthday party by ordering 
two large cakes through the Green 
Dollars scheme. She used some of 
her Green Dollars credit through 
selling her spray-free produce.
“Transactions cover a wide range of 
services and products.”
The pot luck dinner will be held in 
the Anglican Hall in Percy Street, 
Warkworth, on Sunday June 13, 
starting at 6pm. Guests are asked to 
bring a plate and their own drinks 
for a shared meal. Dan says the 
theme will be ‘world food’.
Info: Dan Mohr on 422 3720.

Green Dollars administrator Dan 
Mohr says it will be an opportunity 
for members to meet socially, as well as 
giving the wider community a chance 
to find out more about the scheme.
Green Dollars is money-free 
trading system which facilitates the 
exchange of goods and services. 
The Warkworth Exchange utilises 
a Community Exchange System 
on-line database where members 
can logon and enter their own 
transactions and maintain their own 
lists of offerings and wants.
“Green Dollars has got off to a 
great start in Warkworth, with 
members being very satisfied with 
their trading,” Dan says. “Members 
are particularly happy with the 
egalitarian aspect where all services 
are being traded at G$20 an hour, 
whether the trader is a gardener, 
baker or builder.”

Green trivia
More than one-third of all energy yy
is used by people at home
Recycled paper requires 64% yy
less energy than making paper 
from virgin wood pulp
84 percent of all household yy
waste can be recycled.
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TERRAFORCE  NZ  LIMITED 
Phone 09 425 9614  •  mobile 021 643 060

Water tanks
Septic tanks

Siphon systems

Wastewater Treatment Systems

DEVAN 
WATERTANKS

Phone us for a no 
obligation site 
inspection to 
evaluate your 

water and 
wastewater 

requirements

Based on per weekly empty for 
80 litre bin. Available in 80, 
120 and 240 litre bin sizes 
for general refuse
*Special conditions apply

From
$2.54*

per week

Proudly supporting the Rodney District
Locally owned and operated

Ph 425 8567
Mason Bins  •  www.masonbins.co.nz

WHEELIE BINS

ECO INSULATION 
INSTALLATION

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

PEST
CONTROL

WATER
BLASTING

www .greenwashnz.co.nz Scott is Back in Business

A SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS NET WORK MEMBER

Stained Glass & 
Leadlights
Stefanie Mann

Designed and constructed for 
domestic and commercial buildings.

Restoration work also undertaken,  
including china cabinet repairs.

Phone 425 7723
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The foreshore at Campbells Beach is in better shape thanks to the efforts 
of a team of volunteers.

Campbells Bay residents have declared war on gorse.

Beach residents tackle gorse

A working bee attracted 12 hardy 
souls who braved pouring rain to 
clear about 600 metres of gorse.
Baddeleys and Campbells Beach 
Resident and Ratepayers Association 
spokesperson Sue Crawshay says 
the workers used tractors, trailers, 
chainsaws and array of cutting tools 
and rakes to do the job.
“The foreshore has been planted with 
pohutakawa which will have a bit 
more space now the gorse is gone,” 
she says. “We also had a working 
bee on the traffic island at the beach 
removing agapanthus which were 
obstructing view of oncoming traffic 
at the intersection.”
The association organises regular 
”weed outs”, encouraging residents 
to get rid of pest plants such as woolly 
nightshade, gorse, agapanthus and 
tradescantia. Rodney District 
Council is assisting by providing 

Don Hanley, loppers in hand.

bins to dispose of the plants.
“Don Hanley is our local hero who 
clears the kikuya from around the 
pohutakawa, on both the foreshore 
and the road approaches, with 
a scrub-cutter provided by the 
ratepayers association.”

Volunteers in action - June 8
Volunteer are needed to help with pest control programmes, general 
maintenance and other projects around the Mahurangi Regional Park. This 
is a new volunteer day, so be one of the first to be part of the committee 
involved in the running of Mahurangi Regional Park. Meet at workshop/
park office at Sullivans Bay. Bring good footwear and weather-appropriate 
clothing. Coffee, tea, cold drink and biscuits will be provided, as well as 
training and equipment. Info: Sue Hill Phone 09 426 1200 or email sue.
hill@arc.govt.nz  Mahurangi Regional Park Tuesday Volunteers Day - June 
8, from 8.30am to 12 noon.


