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GUBBS
MOTORS
LIMITED

Freephone 0800 482 271
Phone:  09 425 8348        
Fax:  09 425 7515
Mobile:  0274 967 658
Email:  coachlines@gubbs.co.nz
Website:  www.gubbs.co.nz

Bus and coach hire.
Full workshop facilities for trucks, buses, 

marine and earthmoving equipment.

Proud to be supporting 
the local fire brigades 

for over 20 years

• Licensed drainlaying  
 & pipe work
•  Driveway 
 consultation &  
 maintenance
• Container hire 
 and sales

For obligation-free quotes on all your Excavation & Metal Supplies
Phone 09 425 7799   |   Fax 09 425 7798

www.masoncontractors.co.nz

Proud to support the 
local volunteer fire brigades

• Hiab hire
• Excavators & Bobcat
• Truck & trailers
• Transporter hire
• Pole hole drilling
• Retaining walls

recruitingnow
FIRE SERVICE FEATURE= Volunteer Firefighters

hours of the night, which can also 
be disruptive for families.”
Philosophically, Ian says he thinks 
it’s a sign of the times.
“I’ve definitely never seen the 
numbers as low as they are now. I 
think employers are reluctant to give 
staff time off when things are tough 
economically. Most of the volunteers 
we have are self-employed so it’s their 
own businesses that come second 
when they respond to a callout during 
the day. Although there’s plenty of 
young families in Warkworth, lack of 
local employment means that a lot of 
these people work outside the area so 
they wouldn’t be available to respond 
to callouts even if they wanted to.”
All brigades say that meeting 
daytime calls is the biggest challenge. 
It’s one of the reasons they are keen 
to recruit more women, who may 
be in a position to respond more 
easily to daytime calls. Ian says the 
unpredictability of when volunteers 
might be needed is also a factor that 
deters employers.
“A medical could take an employee 
away from work for an hour but 
something major could mean the loss 
of the best part of a day. Additionally, 
we can go for days without a callout 
and then get three or four in one day. 
Its just impossible to predict.”

Firefighers at a recent Station Officers Course, conducted by the NZ Fire Service for our rural fire officers, are put 
through their paces. The course was based around incident management and command and control at incidents.
When the station sirens blare and the 
pagers buzz, a trained and committed 
team of volunteer fighters across north 
Rodney stand ready to respond.
For 365 days of the year, 24-hours a 
day the duty crews are on standby, 
never knowing if the next call will be 
a medical emergency, motor vehicle 
accident, an out-of-control scrub 
fire, house ablaze or, occasionally, a 
cat up a tree in need of rescue.
“If you stay in the service long 
enough, you see it all,” says principal 
rural fire officer Scott Marchant, 
who has been a Wellsford fire 
volunteer for 20 years.
Puhoi, Matakana and Ahuroa are 
the three rural brigades north of the 
tunnels, administered by Rodney 
District Council. The remaining 
stations at Leigh, Mahurangi East, 
Warkworth and Wellsford come 
under the NZ Fire Service.
“We work together, follow the same 
training and back each other up.”
The three northern Rodney rural 
fire stations have 44 volunteers, 
aged from 18 to 66 years. The urban 
fire service has 93 local volunteers 
including Wellsford. Scott estimates 
that about 10 percent of the 
volunteers are women.

Firefighers at a recent Station Officers Course, conducted by the NZ Fire Service 
for our rural fire officers, are put through their paces. The course was based 
around incident management and command and control at incidents.

Firefighting crews on standby 24/7

Last year, the seven stations attended 
more than 1000 callouts.
“The local brigades are all within 
the top 10 busiest stations in NZ 
to attend rural incidents, mainly 
because there are so many small 
scattered communities.”
But with a turnover of about 20 
percent, mainly due to changed 
employment circumstances, the 
responsibility of manning the 
trucks is increasingly falling on the 
shoulders of a few.
Warkworth, in particular, is in dire 
need of new recruits.

Volunteers are given full training 
which includes attending a seven day 
recruit course or the equivalent three 
day basic skills, one day first aid, two 
day breathing apparatus and one 
day Realistic Fire Training Building. 
Some pre-course learning is required, 
but on-station help is available. 
Attendance at brigade weekly training 
nights is required. Fire officers need a 
reasonable level of fitness, with good 
upper body strength and women are 
definitely strong enough.
Info: 0800 347 373 or contact your 
local brigade.

from page 1

Recruits needed
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The New Zealand Fire Service and Rodney 
Rural Fire Authority plays a major role in 
providing an emergency response to the 
Rodney community. The community 
depends on volunteers for their every day 
�re protection. 

Men and women from many walks of life 
are volunteer �re�ghters. Volunteers 
include the self-employed, mothers at 
home, shift workers, people looking for 
work, tradespeople and professionals. 

They are all people who care about their 
communities and want to be actively 
involved in them.

WE NEED 
YOU!

SKILLS   •   COMMUNITY   •   MATES   •   RECOGNITION   •   TRAINING

We also need volunteers for:
•  Administration
•  Fire safety promotional work
•  Media activity
•  Catering
•  Equipment maintenance

Rural Areas
•   Ahuroa
•   Matakana
•   Puhoi
•   Kaukapakapa

Urban Areas
•   Warkworth
•   Wellsford
•   Leigh
•   Helensville

For more information about becoming a volunteer 
�re�ghter, please contact 0800 001 202 or visit   
www.volunteer.fire.org.nz 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL  FOR:VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
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Puhoi River Motors 
Local garage - Professional service 
Contact Russell Green
Ph: 09 422 0777 • 021 655 461
puhoiriver.motors@mta.net.nz

Bostin Scaffold Limited
Locally owned & operated
Contact Mike Donovan
Ph: 0800 4 BOSTIN •  027 418 6707 
bostin@xtra.co.nz

Olem Accounting Services 
All your accounting needs
Contact Jane McIlveen
Ph: 09 422 0145 • 027 600 8996
jane@olem.co.nz

Infinergy Limited
Solar energy specialists
Contact Scott Noyes                                        
Ph: 0800 373 376 • 021 998 167
info@infinergy.co.nz 

Marlin Boats 
Aluminium welding, fabrication & 
repairs - Contact Steve Hunt
Ph: 09 422 0105 • 027 2746 832
marlinboats@clear.net.nz  
Big Country Treeworks 
Arborists & Arboricultural 
Contractors - Contact Keir Dady
Ph: 09 422 9303 • 0508 SAFE TREE
bigcountry@xtra.co.nz

Maintain Gas  
Services Ltd
Contact Rob Beardmore
Ph: 021 891 996
maintaingas@vodafone.net.nz

Puhoi Fencing Contractor
Quality workmanship guaranteed
Contact Eli Tolhopf
Ph: 027 4723 004
eli.tolhopf@hotmail.co.nz

Extraordinary Puhoi Businesses and their owners that give their time to man the 
trucks allowing them to respond 24/7 within your community. Thanks guys!! 

recruitingnow
FIRE SERVICE FEATURE

For former Mahurangi College and Matakana 
Primary School student Ben Jeffries, 22, joining 
the local fire brigade has improved his confidence 
and provided him with an opportunity to learn 
important life skills.
“But more than anything, it’s made me realise how 
precious life is,” he says. “I attended my first major 
incident last Easter – a double fatality on SH1 in 
the Dome. It was really gruesome and you can’t 
help but be affected by things like that. But, in the 
end, I just felt really thankful that it wasn’t me or 
someone close to me. I know I’m more careful on 
the roads now and I warn my friends as well.”
Ben joined the Matakana Fire Brigade about 
two years ago, following in his brother Zack’s 
footsteps. He transferred to Warkworth when he 
moved into town last November. As well as his 
fire duties, he juggles two jobs – he is a baker at 
the Dough Puncher Bakery on Omaha Flats Road 
and the part-owner of the games shop Redzeed, 
on SH1, specialising in Warhammer and Magic, 
the Gathering games.

Life’s busy for working mother-of-two Moana Kaire, 
but not too busy that she can’t find time to be a 
volunteer fire fighter with the Warkworth brigade.
“I guess it’s about setting priorities,” she says. “I 
wouldn’t say I’m a particularly organised person, 
but if you really want to do something it is possible 
to find the time and the fire service is flexible 
enough to accommodate different lifestyles.”
Moana always wanted to be a community volunteer 
and signed up after attending an open day. At 
present, she is Warkworth’s only woman fire fighter.
“What keeps me motivated is that you get to help 
people at a time when they really need it, and you 
can see that people appreciate that help,” she says. 
During the day, Moana works as a customer service 
officer at the Mobil Service Station in Warkworth, 
just below the fire station, but can only respond to 
calls outside working hours. She says it’s frustrating 
to see the truck heading off to an emergency, as she 
always feels she would like to be onboard.
“Being a fire fighter is a long-term commitment 

Ben Jeffries finds time for a variety of interests outside his fire duties, including being an events 
coordinator for Warhammer and Magic, the Gathering games.

Ordinary young people making a difference

“I think most of us join the fire service because 
we want to help people and there’s a real buzz in 
knowing what to do when people need help. I don’t 
have any hesitation in recommending it to anyone.

“There’s also a really good social side to being in 
the brigade – you know you can always go up to 
the station, have a few beers, watch a game on TV 
and be with a friendly bunch of guys.”

Tough lessons learned early in line of duty

Moana with her two boys Corbin 6, and Jasper 4. “The boys think its cool that I’m in the fire service, and 
they love coming down to the station especially on family days.

Community benefits from mother’s priorities

for me. There are things I love about it – like 
cutting up cars in training and using the breathing 
apparatus – and there’s things that I know I have 
to work harder at.

“Even though rolling out the hoses isn’t my 
favourite activity, I still enjoy all aspects of being a 
fire fighter. It’s the sort of job where you never stop 
learning and you get a lot of encouragement.”
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DRAINAGE • WATERMAIN • DIY

CIVIL STRUCTURE • RURAL

WARKWORTH  59 Morrison Drive
P 09 425 9837   F 09 425 0581

 www.hynds.co.nz

Hynds are proud to employ 
a Volunteer firefighter at 

Warkworth Brigade.

Snells Beach
MOTORS

–  2 0 0 8  L I M I T E D  –

   425 5355
1 Hamatana Road - Snells Beach

  Tyres

  Wheel Alignment

  WOFs & WOF Repairs

  Servicing

  Transmission Flushes

  Motorcycle WOFs

Plus all other mechanical repairs 
and maintenance

Proud to be supporting the Loca l F ire Service

“In the heart of Snells Beach - We’re local like you”

Bruce Fleming Pharmacy

STOCKISTS OF:

SKINCARE

332 Mahurangi East Rd, Snells Beach
Phone: (09) 425 5821  Fax: (09) 425 5823

bruce.fleming@xtra.co.nz | www.bruceflemingpharmacy.co.nz

Active member of the Mahurangi East Fire Brigade

Buy any 
product from the 

                               
range and receive a 

FREE GIFT PACK
containing:

• Hand & Nail Cream
• Cleanser

• Ultra R4 Cream
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 Ahuroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
Cnr Komokoriki Hill Road and West Coast Road
Chief fire officer Alastair Todd on 422 5556
Deputy Chief fire officer Alan Davie-Martin 422 4023
The brigade meets and trains at the fire station on Tuesday evenings, from 
7pm. They have 15 active members, but ideally would like around 20. 
The Ahuroa brigade responds to around 50 to 60 calls annually, around 
70 percent are medical related and the rest involve fires. They have a 4WD 
Mercedes truck, which is used for the fire call outs and a 4WD ute, for the 
medical callouts. Alastair says the best thing about being in the fire service is 
helping the community and helping people at times of need.

 Leigh Volunteer Fire Brigade
Cnr Seatoun Avenue and Hauraki Road
Chief fire officer Steve Paddison on 422 6077
Fire officer Tony Enderby on 422 6127
The brigade trains at the fire station on Tuesday evenings, from 7pm. They 
presently have 18 members but ideally, would like around 24. Volunteers 
must live within five kilometres of the station. The Leigh brigade responds 
to about 90 calls annually, most are medical related. They have a 1984 Hino 
truck which is ideal for the type of callouts in the Leigh area as it can carry 
up to 2700 litres. The other vehicle is a community-purchased 4WD. Tony 
says a fireman’s job is rewarding and there’s a “real buzz” in being able to help 
people in your own community. “The brigade is also quite social,” he said.

 Matakana Rural Fire Brigade
Omaha Flats Road
Chief fire officer Barry Clarke on 422 9363
Fire officer John Badham on 422 2340
The brigade trains at the station on Tuesdays at 7pm. They currently have 15 
members and are desperate to recruit more. Barry says around 22 volunteers 
would be the ideal and they are particularly keen to recruit women who 
can turnout to daytime calls. Volunteers have to live within about seven 
minutes of the station. Matakana responds to between 120 and 140 calls 
annually. They have at their disposal a pump appliance, water tanker capable 
of carrying 3600 litres and an emergency response vehicle used for medicals 
and equipped with a canteen, which goes all over Rodney. 
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150M

CONTRACTORS
 Footings
 Hole Boring
 Landscaping

Bob Waata  Mobile 021 634 484

 3.5T Digger
 5T Truck

Unlimited Kilometres

Toyota Genuine Parts & Service

AA Roadservice Cover

A Toyota ‘No Worries’ Extended Warranty gives
you the following benefits:

Some conditions apply - please contact us to discuss further

Wilmot Toyota
www.wilmot.co.nz

Corner Whitaker Rd & Mill Lane Warkworth
Service DDI 09 425 1090  

service@wilmot.toyota.co.nz

Phone: 027 4771 583  •  Email: rwb@xtra.co.nz
www.rwbuilder.co.nz

AWARD WINNING BUILDER
RIchARD WILcock

Auckland Region House Of The Year 2008

For the construction of:

• Architecturally designed homes
• New houses • Alterations • Decks • Fences     

recruitingnow
FIRE SERVICE FEATURE

 Mahurangi East Volunteer Fire Brigade
326 Mahurangi Road
Chief fire officer Ian Davies on 425 8348
Fire officer Jason Connolly on 0272737679
The brigade trains at the fire station on Tuesday evenings from 7pm and 
once a month holds a family night. They have 22 active firefighters who live 
within three kilometres of the station. The Mahurangi brigade responds to 
around 170 to180 callouts annually, 80 percent are for medical assistance. 
They have been allocated the latest Iveco Fire Engine, which they have had 
for six months. Jason Connolly says the best part of his job is the camaraderie 
of being a member of a team, who are like an extended family.

 Warkworth Volunteer Fire Brigade
2 Church Hill
Warkworth Station 425 8888
Volunteer support officer Ted Fuller on 0800 001 202
Warkworth is by far one of the busiest stations in the district, attending 
about 300 callouts a year. It currently has a crew of 23 volunteers, but would 
like to boost this to 32 and is particularly keen to recruit volunteers who can 
respond to daytime emergencies. The brigade trains on Tuesday evenings 
from 7.30pm at its Church Hill station. Warkworth operates a rescue tender 
for motor vehicle emergencies and its volunteers receive special training in 
this area. Shaun Pilgrim, who has been a volunteer for 25 years, says the fire 
service presents different challenges every day, as no two calls are ever the 
same. “You get a chance to learn a lot of different skills and meet a great 
range of people,” he says. “There’s a lot of things we do that aren’t fun, but 
it isn’t all work and we do have our fun times as well.”

 Wellsford Volunteer Fire Brigade
100 Rodney Street, Wellsford
Chief fire officer Jim Bowmar 027 4724 951
Deputy chief fire officer John Cowpland 423 8167
The brigade meets for training every third Tuesday of the month. They have 
30 volunteers who respond to around 140 callouts annually. About half are 
motor vehicle accidents, 15 percent are medical and the rest account for fire 
emergencies. The brigade has been allocated two fire engines. Jim Bowmar 
says the best part of his job is helping to save lives.

Proud to be a Puhoi Rural Volunteer

E. bigcountry@xtra.co.nz

Puhoi River Motors
Professional Service from your local garage

Proudly supporting 
the Volunteer Fire Brigade

Owners – Russell & Janine Green
1 Ahuroa Road, Puhoi

Ph 09 422 0777 or 021 655 461 Fax 09 422 0727
puhoiriver.motors@mta.net.nz
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Warkworth 09 425 1900
Hours: Warkworth Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm, Sat 9.00am-1pm

SAVE NOW!  BEAT THE GST RISE!

MULTIBRAND WHITEWARE

7kg Front 
Load Autowasher
HWM1070KFL

Side X Side 
Refridgerator
SRS535NW
White

200Lt Chest Freezer
HCF208

2 

only

Wow!
$799.99

Unbelievable!
$559.99

3 

only

1 

only

Awesome Price
$1499.99

1 

only

Super deal
$1699.99

Dishwasher
HDW100WCT

Wow
$499.99

1 

only

Huge 570Lt 
Fridge Freezer
HTMR575W - White
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Authorized by T Ashton 115 Ridge Rd RD2 Warkworth

A  
S   
H  
T   
O  
N  

Accountability
Simplicity 
Honesty 
Transparency  
Objective 
No Nonsense  

Tom 
Ashton

 

A strong 
voice for 
Rodney

Call Paul on 09 422 5516  •  Mobile 022 657 8739
Email: intercolour10@yahoo.com

painting & paperhanging professionals

expertise and services:
    Over 25 years experience  |  Interior & Exterior Painting              
                       Paperhanging  |  Free Quotes

Winter rates now available until October 2010 

“No job too small .... no need to look any further”

John Hancox  •  Phone (09) 431 5115

 Recover specialist
 Antiques 
 Contemporary styles
 Free quotes and pickups
 Large range of samples

Hancox Upholstery
 Puhoi Rural Fire
1 Ahuroa Road, Puhoi
Chief fire officer Russell Green on 422 0777
Deputy Steve Hunt on 027 274 6832
The Puhoi volunteers train at their headquarters on Monday evenings 
from 7pm. They currently have 14 members so are keen to increase their 
numbers, particularly with volunteers who can respond to daytime calls. 
Members are required to live or work within five minutes travelling distance 
of the station.Puhoi is NZ’s only rural brigade that is a first response unit 
to a motorway. As a result, they have received special training in traffic 
management, evacuation, the tunnels deluge system and fighting fires in 
tunnels. Orewa police officer Steve Hunt, who has been a volunteer at Puhoi 
since the force started four years ago, says volunteers share a common desire 
to help the community and “give something back”.

recruitingnow
FIRE SERVICE FEATURE

The Puhoi Rural Volunteer Fire Brigade is fundraising for a new fire station.In 
the three years since the brigade started, it has responded to more than 300 
callouts. Puhoi chief fire officer Russell Green describes the current brigade 
headquarters, built by the firemen themselves, as “pure kiwi ingenuity”. It 
consists of two 40ft containers sitting side-by-side with a roof over the top 
and secured by deer gates. The estimated cost of the new station is about 
$300,000. A successful fishing competition was held earlier this year, with 
another planned for next year. “We won’t get it by selling sausages, so we’re 
hoping local and central governments will chip in too,” Russell says. Rodney 
District Council has already come to the party by donating land in Ahuroa Road. 
Locals are also getting behind the project with offers of time and materials 
towards construction. Russell says their support has been encouraging and 
appreciated. He hopes to see the new station open by 2013.

New fire station planned 

Rural residents face a higher risk of 
losing more property from fire than 
their urban counterparts because 
fires are not noticed as quickly in 
sparsely populated areas.
Additionally, they could potentially 
be seen as being a controlled burn 
by a farmer and the response in rural 
areas for extra resources can often 
take longer. 
Principal rural fire officer Scott 
Marchant says rural fire brigades 
have large areas to cover.
“This coupled with imperfect road 
conditions especially during winter 
months and the lack of adequate 
water supplies can delay quick 
intervention,” he says.
“Many rural livelihoods such as 
farming would be seriously at threat 
if key buildings such as the milking 
shed, shearing shed or the family 

home were destroyed by fire. There 
are special things rural residents 
need to remember in order to make 
their properties safer.”
These include:

Properly signposting your yy
property – rural property numbers 
are invaluable for a quick response 
by emergency vehicles
Making sure emergency vehicles yy
have easy access
Ensuring an adequate water yy
supply is available for use in an 
emergency
Ensuring that any open water yy
supplies are accessible for portable 
pumps and other such pumping 
equipment
Stacking firewood away from the yy
house
Ensuring smoke alarms are yy
installed in the home

Reducing fire risk in rural areas


