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Garden centre beds down
in larger village location

A move from Mangawhai Heads to
The Hub, in Mangawhai Village,
has provided the owners of the Naja
Garden Centre with the opportunity
to take the business to the next level.

Terry and Sue Poynter say the new
location attracts a lot more foot traffic
and there is room for expansion.

“We've got about 30 percent more
space, which means we've been able to
put in pathways and garden ornaments
that allow customers to move easily
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around the various ‘islands’ of plants,
Terry says.

Daughter ~ Shannon  has  been
rapidly expanding her nursery and
landscaping knowledge through a
number of correspondence courses,
and long-time employee Jacqui Duffy
is still available on weekends to solve
most gardening problems.

Terry says the family was overwhelmed
by the community support they
received during their move. Although
moving the shop was relatively
straightforward, the nursery shift
took two to three weeks to complete.
During that time, plants were farmed
out to volunteers who kept them
watered and cared for.

“Logistically, it was quite a massive
task and we were very grateful for the
people who came with trailers and
offers of help. Zonta Club members,
in particular, were fantastic.”

Naja carries a full range of ornamental,
native and garden plants, including
fruic trees, but specialises in quality
coastal plants suited to Mangawhai’s
various soil types. Terry says it is
probably one of the centre’s strengths.

“We’re not a ‘one size fits all’ sort of
centre. We pride ourselves on excellent
customer service, which includes local
knowledge of the growing conditions
in Mangawhai and plants hardened
for the local environment.”

Natalie and Jac Spyksma started the
business in 1981 with a retail and
wholesale nursery and landscaping
business run from their home. In 1986,
they moved to the site at Molesworth
Drive. The Harvest Café, which the
Poynters also own in conjunction with
their son-in-law Kris Malcolm, is still
operating at the old site.

The owners of the Naja Garden
Centre, Terry and Sue Poynter, with
their daughter Shannon.
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consultants
SURVEYORS, ENGINEERS, PLANNERS

We offer a complete solution for
Kaipara and Rodney Area
Surveying, Engineering and Planning

Call us for a professional
consultation

Unit 6, The Hub
6 Molesworth Drive
Mangawhai
09 431 4374

Classes

NAJA GARDEN CENTRE
Fruit Trees Plant Now for

Great selection of:

¢ Pip and stone fruit

* Berries and vines

o Luisa Plums limited supply

Free Pruning

Saturday mornings 10am plant a Dwarf Peach Mini Standards
Learn how to prune and care . "
for your fruit trees and roses = perfect in a pot!

Email: naja.garden@xtra.co.nz

Matthews’
Summer Harvest Roses

* Almonds * Apples ¢ Apricots Great range available>
¢ Boysenberries ® Currants e Grapes
Bush Roses

* Nectarines ® Peaches ¢ Pears
only $25

¢ Plums ¢ Walnuts

Limited space for an orchard?

only $35

www.najagarden.co.nz OPEN 7 DAYS

Funky Clothing

¢ Coats * Dresses * Sweaters
* Denim Skirts with a difference

Phone 09 431 4192
Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai

www.funkyelothing.co.nz

Specialist Gift Shop
Unique Jewellery & Scarves
Designer Mirrors & Furniture

Kitchenware & Wall Art

Phone 09 431 4040
Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai
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The Hub in Mangawhai.

Commercial confidence on

the rise in Mangawhai

Business is consolidating at The
Hub in Mangawhai Village five years
after the first retail and commercial
suites opened their doors in 2006.

Built in two stages, the two-storey
landmark now accommodates a range of
services, from the health store Kakariki
and the newly-located Naja Garden
Centre to original tenants Frog & Kiwi
and McBreen Jenkins. The commercial
offices include a mix of professional
services including valuation, survey,
planning, legal, photography and
construction representatives.
Ownerand developer Mark Rowbotham
says all that’s missing is a bank.

“Weve tried for years to convince a
bank that Mangawhai needs a branch,
b . Ce

but all we're told is ‘it’s not on the radar
for the foreseeable future’,” Mark says.
“The trouble is they’re using Census
figures that don’t give a true picture of
Mangawhai’s catchment area.”

He pointed out that that catchment
was significantly larger than Wellsford,
yet Wellsford had three banks.

“It doesn’t make sense, but you can't
argue with people who just keep
saying ‘we’'ve done the figures’.”

Mark says The Hub would also lend
itself well to a flooring specialist, selling
carpets and tiles, and a lunch bar.
With the expansion of the commercial

strip across the road, including the
impending opening of Fresh, the
village is increasingly becoming the
shopping destination for Mangawhai.
Speaking generally about investment
in the area, Mark says that although
his $100 million Estuary Estates
development —  earmarked for
130-hectares on Molesworth Drive — is
on hold until the economy improves,
he believes the worst of the recession
fallout is over.

“There were a fair amount of
mortgagee sales 12 to 18 months
ago, but it’s definitely not like that
now. In the last eight to 10 weeks,
real estate agents have been talking
about genuine buyers being back in
the market. About 95 percent of sales
in Mangawhai are to Aucklanders, so
when Auckland’s economy picks up,
Mangawhai’s will as well.”

He says the 2001 Census showed that
45 percent of Mangawhai’s population
was permanent, the rest being made up
of holidaymakers. By 2006, this had
reversed to 55 percent of home owners
being permanent residents. Since
1991, the population — now estimated
at 4500 within a 12km radius of town
— has been growing at 4.2 percent
annually, with the hinterland proving
to be one of the most popular areas for
new development.
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PACIFIC

FINANCIAL

SERVICES LTD

Very proud sponsors of the Mangawhai Kindergarten
Unit 14, 6 Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai

Your Local
Mortgage Broker

Friendly and honest,
No obligation
lending advice!

phone 021 432 436 email luke@pacfin.co.nz wehsite www.pacfin.co.nz

sarahweber pHoToGRrAPHY

family studio & location portraits | weddings
landscape & product photography | canvas art & print art | graphic design

info@sarahweber.co.nz | www.sarahweber.co.nz | 0212053279
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Northland Valuers

MANGAWHAI WARKWORTH WHANGAREI KAITAIA

REGISTERED VALUERS & PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

The Hub, Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai
scott@northlandvaluers.co.nz
(09) 431 5067 or (021) 730 530

TRAVERSE DEVELOPMENTS

—— property development without stress —

PROJECT MANAGEMENT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
“let us take care of your project from conception to completion”

Mark Rowbotham mark@traversedevelopments.co.nz 021 969 178 Unit 10 THE HUB

Kalavik

"

@ REMEDIES FOR UNDER
TWO’S

. @ IMMUNE BOOSTERS
Vitamins, Supplements and
Tonics

Q NATURAL COUGH & COLD
REMEDIES

@ NATURAL & ORGANIC
SKINCARE for you and baby
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THE HUB Mangawhai Village * Ph 09 431 4070



