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Licensed Restaurant / Café / Chocolaterie / Gifts
Cafe open daily from 8am • Restaurant open late Thurs/Fri/Sat

If you are a once a year romance kind of person don’t miss your 
opportunity to book your table to treat your favourite person. 
Especially open CB Restaurant February 14th, with a special 

valentines menu - two sittings 6.30pm & 8.30pm - Bookings essential.

chocolate brown
only the good stuff...

Treat your Valentine

Ph 09 422 2677
No 6 Mill Lane, Warkworth

www.chocolatebrown.co.nz

Mobile ServiceMobile Service
Manicures & Pedicures

Angela Munro Qualified Nail Technician
P 422 6160 • M 021 709 704

Now available at XS Cuts, Warkworth on Wed, Thur & Sat - Ph 425 0441

• Natural Nail Treatments
• Shellac Nail System
• Gel & Acrylic Enhancements

• Great Gift for Valentines Day
• Available for all occasions
• Warkworth & surrounding areas

Say it with flowers for Valentine’s Day
Phone 09 425 9418

Shop 5, Riverside Arcade
62 Queen Street, Warkworth

VALENTINE’S DAY – 14 FEBRUARY

because she’s worth it

When it comes to love and marriage, Connie and Ralph Silvester, of 
Warkworth, have more experience than most.

Connie and Ralph Silvester’s three 
decades of happy marriage started 
after a long-time friendship.

A friendship of a lifetime
The couple are both in their 90s and 
still living independently in their own 
home.
Their marriage – the third for Connie 
and second for Ralph – has stood the test 
of time “because we agree to disagree”.
“You are bound to have arguments 
in marriage but the secret is not to 
keep fighting over them,” Ralph says. 
“Learn from your mistakes and don’t 
dwell on things that have happened 
that you can’t change anyway.
“You never know what’s going to 
happen next, so enjoy life and take it 
how it comes.”
The couple met as friends more than 
50 years ago, when they were both 
married to other partners.
“Ralph and my husband worked at 
Northcote College,” Connie says. “My 
husband suffered from Parkinsons 
Disease and Ralph used to help him 
get to and from work.”
The two families became friends. 
When their partners passed away, the 
friendship blossomed into love and 
eventually marriage in 1977. 
They will celebrate their 34th wedding 
anniversary this year.
“It just felt right to get married,” 
Connie says. “It was very romantic.”
The marriage came with nine children 
– Connie had four girls and two boys, 
and Ralph had three daughters.
“It was quite funny because when we 
went for our honeymoon, we waved 
goodbye to our children. It’s not 
normally that way.”
Originally from London, Connie 
migrated to NZ in 1953 after World 
War II. Ralph, a Frenchman, studied 
agriculture in France and Britain, and 
also moved to NZ after the war. He 
worked on many farms in the King 

Country before taking a position as 
parks supervisor at Takapuna Borough 
Council.
“Our first home in Warkworth was in 
Wyllie Road where we had a 12-hectare 
lifestyle property. We moved a house 
from Mt Wellington to the block and 
proceeded to turn it into our dream 
home. It was lovely.”
When Ralph retired the property 
became too much work and they 
moved to town for an easier lifestyle.
The couple describe their marriage as 
“placid”.
“He says ‘no’ and I say ‘oui’,” Connie 
says.
“We all lived happily together and 
the kids got along well, not perfectly, 
but it could have been worse,” 
Ralph says. “I can’t count how many 
grandchildren we have. We have great 
great grandchildren as well.”

Caffé Cozy
NOW OPEN FOR ALL DAY 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
from 7.30am

• Succulent Cuban Steak Roll 
• Awesome Alabama Chicken

• Scrumptious Seafood Baskets / Platters
• Gourmet Burger prepared with a homemade patty

• Veggie Bruchetta

All our food is homemade & freshly prepared

127 Rodney Street,  Wellsford • (09) 423 9009
Mon - Sat 7.30am to 4.30pm • Sun 8am to 3pm

“Great coffee meets unique food”

Lunch includes:

We serve gluten/wheat free products

FULLY LICENSED & BYO CAFE & RESTAURANT
Available for private & corporate functions

Relax, eat and chat
Your halfway stop to awesome coffee & great food
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www.bloomsaloon.co.nz
Shop 5b. 2 Matakana Valley Rd, Matakana Village

Phone: 09 423 0091   Email: info@bloomsaloon.co.nz
Wedding Parties | Corporate Offices & Functions | Private Functions | Funerals & Memorials  

Especially for Valentines Day. Special Flowers & Gifts. Delivery too.

Exquisite stationery
Writing Accessories ~ Unique Gifts

2 matakana valley rd   matakana 
t: 09 422 9748    f: 09 422 9768 

e: info@red-letterday.co.nz     www.red-letterday.co.nz

Bottom Level, Matakana Village 
Open 7 Days   Ph 422 9959  

‘Feel the Love at Damask’
with our Annual Valentine’s Sale

20% to 40% OFF
Selected Items

Including Fresh Touch Roses, Jewellery, Fragrances, 
Nightwear, and much more

In Store and Online at www.damask.co.nz
until February 14th

because she’s worth it
VALENTINE’S DAY – 14 FEBRUARY

A living gift for Valentines
Pets, Plants and Gift Vouchers 

Tobacco plants now in stock
1 Worker Rd, Wellsford  |  Ph 423 8027  |  Fax 423 8021 

Open: Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm • Sat 9.30am - 2pm • Sun (Summer only) 10.30am - 2pm

When former Mangawhai policeman Geoff Medland married his South African 
fiancée Noelene, nearly all the residents on his “beat” attended the wedding.

Sgt Geoff Medland, formerly of Wellsford and Mangawhai Police, with his bride 
Noelene after their marriage on Pitcairn Island.

Policeman weds on Pitcairn

Geoff is currently serving on remote 
Pitcairn Island, situated in the Pacific 
Ocean half way between NZ and 
Peru. Not only did all but two of the 
population turn up for the wedding, 
but islanders were also responsible 
for organising everything from the 
flowers, to the food and photographs. 
Geoff and Noelene married on January 
11. The couple met on-line during 
Geoff ’s earlier posting to Pitcairn 
in 2009. Noelene was working in 
Auckland for Sky Television.
“We met up when I returned to 
Auckland after my first six months on 
Pitcairn,” Geoff says.
He proposed at the top of the Sky 
Tower, going down on bended knee – 
but only after he’d organised a small 
plane to fly past towing a banner 
asking Noelene if she’d marry him.
“We had intended getting married 
before we left for my second stint on 
Pitcairn, but work got in the way, so we 
didn’t quite get round to it.”
None of their family attended their 
wedding, mainly because it is a 
protracted five day journey involving 
two flights, a supply ship and then a 
longboat through the surf to the island. 
Geoff and Noelene snatched a two-
day break, which they spent fishing 
and diving, in lieu of a honeymoon, as 
leaving Pitcairn wasn’t an option.
“It’s hard to take time off as I live on 
the job. The islanders are Seventh Day 
Adventists, so essentially work a six-day 
week with Saturday being their day off.”
 Pitcairn Island is a British Dependency 
and has a population of 54, along with 

off-island support staff, such as Geoff 
and Noelene, a school teacher, doctor 
and a social worker. The island was 
originally populated by mutineers 
from HMS Bounty whose descendants 
still live there.
Geoff says that NZ police have a good 
reputation throughout the South Pacific 
for their strength in working among 
small communities, which is why they 
are sought after for such jobs. As well as 
policing on Pitcairn, Geoff has served 
in East Timor “during exciting times in 
2006 when the there was a war on and 
we were there to rebuild a police force 
and rescue a community.”
Pitcairn challenges him in different 
ways. 
“It’s a small community that’s been 
through tough times. I’m involved in 
role-modelling and setting up systems 
to protect children and families. The 
community hopes to attract back 
families who left during less happy 
times, and also new settlers. 
“The aim is for a stable population of 
around 110, with about 13 children 
keeping the school viable.”
Meanwhile, the population is re-
establishing cottage industries and 
moving away from dependence on 
benefits, he says. 
“There’s a flourishing beekeeping 
industry producing pure honey that’s 
been endorsed by the Queen, and 
the islanders make carvings, jewellery 
and Bounty memorabilia to sell to 
passengers on visiting cruise ships.”
Geoff and Noelene return to Auckland 
in June. 
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100% Pure Luxury Cotton Bed Linen
River Nile Linens
Matakana designed and made

304 Matakana Rd, Warkworth
Phone 09 425 7497

sales@rivernilelinens.co.nz
www.rivernilelinens.co.nz

Dream and surrender to luxury

 Open until 8pm 
on Valentines Day for 

Romantic Platters 
- bookings recommended

Open week days 10am-4pm 
Weekends from 9am

for breakfast, lunch 
and wine tastings

162 Hamilton Road
Phone 425 0306

www.mahurangiriver.co.nz

Simply 
Gorgeous

The garden.....

Ph: (09) 425 6983
Mob: 021 1406438

E: marc@mhphotos.co.nz
www.mhphotos.co.nz

Lynda Spivey
Registered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage CelebrantRegistered Marriage Celebrant

388 Old Kaipara Road
RD1, Warkworth

p. 09 422 5040 • m. 021 203 2757 • f. 09 422 5041
e. lynda.spivey@clear.net.nz

VALENTINE’S DAY – 14 FEBRUARY

because she’s worth it

Are you ready to feel loved up this Valentine’s Weekend? Your local SPCA 
would love to introduce you to a couple of lonely souls falling over themselves 
to nuzzle their way into your heart.

A different kind of Valentine

The SPCA and Hill’s Pet Nutrition 
will be celebrating the annual Second 
Chance for Love adopt-a-thon on 
February 12 and 13, in SPCA centres 
in Auckland and Whangarei.
Centre visitors can spend time getting 

to know the SPCA animals, until they 
find their soul mate – or they find you!
Last year, nearly 30 SPCA centres 
participated in the Second Chance for 
Love event, and more than 500 lucky 
animals found new homes.

Five ways to say “I love you”, and 
some hints on what not to do
An expensive gift isn’t essential to 
get your Valentine’s message across. 
Remember, actions speak louder than 
words – don’t just say you appreciate 
your beloved, show it in a tangible way. 

Five great ways to say I love you
yy Prepare a home-cooked meal or 
picnic trip complete with menu 
incorporating their favourite foods 
(don’t ask them to carry the picnic 
basket or do the washing up)

yy A candlelit massage (sans kids if you 
have them)

yy Share a homemade slideshow of 
favourite relationship moments 
over a bottle of wine (don’t forget to 
provide a commentary on why each 
shot is meaningful)

yy Take a sunset walk along the beach 

and dine out on fish and chips fresh 
from the paper.

yy Design a “mystery trip” that can be 
as local or far afield as you like but 
fill it with little things you know 
they will love – your time and 
attention is the key!

How not to do it
yy Text messaging your love instead of 
saying it in person

yy Buying a practical item needed for 
the household (if you need a new 
iron buy it another day!)

yy Getting the kids to say it (there’s 
another day for that!)

yy Inviting your mates round to 
celebrate the occasion with you

yy Saying Valentine’s Day is for suckers 
and avoiding it all together.


