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Open 7 days - 9am-5pm  • 17 Sharp Road, Matakana
Phone 09 422 7942  •  www.charliesgelato.co.nz

APRIL 
FLAVOURS

Easter Egg Gelato 
Easter Bun Gelato

Now picking delicious 
TABLE GRAPES

REAL FRUIT 

HOMEMADE GELATO

 HOMEMADE SORBETTO

MERINGUES

JAMS

ESPRESSO COFFEE

Where learning and discovery 
are nurtured by nature

Come in and 
enjoy nature’s 

lessons

Licensed from 
birth to 5 years

7am-6pm

Early Learning Centre

33 Glenmore Drive, Warkworth
www.natures-nest.co.nz

Phone 425 0511

A group of Mahurangi young people are raising 
funds to travel to Rabi Island, near Fiji, in July, to 
donate 1000 solar lights.
A dinner and auction night will be held at the Puhoi 
Hall on April 27 to help raise the money needed to 
purchase the lights and pay for the trip. The 10 young 
people travelling to Rabi Island are aged between 
six to 25 years and are members of the Mahurangi 
Presbyterian Church. Assistant pastor and trip 
organiser, Bruce Eirena, says a range of items have 
been donated to go under the hammer including a 
Skyworks flight for six people, a signed All Whites 
shirt, Morris and James pottery and a weekend at 
Keriwin House Bed and Breakfast in Kerikeri.
“Our goal is to provide a simple solar light for every 
home on the island and bring our two communities 
closer together,” he says. “There are around 1000 
homes on Rabi Island spread between four villages. 
There is very little infrastructure on the island, which 
is home to around 4000 people. There is no electricity 
grid and each village relies on a single diesel generator 
to power their homes for a few hours each evening. 
“Most people put kerosene in a tin can along with a rag 
as a makeshift form of lighting in the evening. From 
both a lighting and safety point of view, this isn’t a great 
system. Education is important on the island but the 
lack of light makes it hard for students to study.”
Bruce says the group had hoped to attract a major 
sponsor to cover the cost of the lights, but hadn’t 
had any luck so far. They had even been talking to 
companies in China and Australia, but were still 
looking for the right light, at the right price.

A dinner and auction evening with live music will be held at the Puhoi Hall on April 27 to help raise funds for 
the Mahurangi Presbyterian Youth Group solar light project on Rabi Island. 

Mahurangi youth endeavour shines light on Rabi Island

The fundraiser at the Puhoi Hall starts at 6.30pm 
and tickets are $25 single, $40 couple, $50 family.

Info: Mahurangi Presbyterian Church office, 425 
8861 or email rabi@mahu.org.nz.

Gardening with the kids
Getting out and about in the garden is a nice way for parents to spend time with their children these 
school holidays. Whether it’s planting a vegetable garden or growing flowers from seed, gardening provides 
children with many valuable lessons. The practical aspects of gardening teach children basic maths and 
science, but gardening also teaches responsibility, encourages creativity, and provides a positive place for 
children to think as well as relax. Info: www.yates.co.nz
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New Zealand’s only 

LEIGH
27 Ti Point Rd

09           Phone 4226021  

OPEN DAILY   10a.m to 5p.m

www.reptilepark.co.nz 

Adults                $18

                    Schoolchildren   $8

                   Family Pass  2 Adults 2 Children $45         

Is that 4-year-old school-ready?
Want to give them a head start?

Why not give them the Smart Start!
Or are you searching for that

special place for your precious baby?
With beautiful centres in Warkworth 
and Wellsford and fabulous in-home 

educarers throughout Rodney,
we can meet all your childcare needs.

Warkworth 425 8730  Wellsford 423 8246  In Home Educare  0800 5437 787

Find out what makes us special - check us out today!
www.kowhaikids.co.nz or find us on facebook

Please contact the Women’s Centre to enrol 0800 237 674 or 425 7261  
or call at 10 Morpeth Street, Warkworth from April 10th  

info@womenscentrerodney.org.nz • www.womenscentrerodney.org.nz

WARKWORTH COuRSeS fOR TeRM TWO 2012

• Young Mum’s Educational Programme 
 Monday 23rd April 
 10am-12.30pm, FREE
• Young Mum’s Extension 
 Wednesday 25th April 
 10am-12.30pm, FREE
• Career Planning and Job  
 Search Workshop 
 Friday 11th & 18th May  
 Venue: Women’s Centre 
 10am-12pm, FREE
• Understanding Anxiety 
 Thursday 24th May 
 10am-12pm, 4 weeks, $32
• Computer Course – Intermediate Word 
 Friday 27th April 
 10am-12pm, 8 weeks, $40

• Creating a New Life after Separation 
 Thursday 26th April 
 10am-12.30pm, 4 weeks, $32
• Living With Confidence 
 Tuesday 24th April 
 10am-12.30pm, 6 weeks, $25
• The Art Of Being Me  
 For girls 8 -12 years   
 Tuesday 17th April 
 10am-4pm, 1 day, $15
•  NEW  Bellydance Course 
 Tuesday 1st May,  
 6pm-7pm, 6 weeks, Cost TBA
• Yoga - One Day Retreat  
 Saturday 5th May, 10am-3pm, $65
• Art Therapy  
 Monday 30th April, 8 weeks, $137

For more information please contact Gail Clews on 09 424 3273  
enquiries@wentworth.school.nz • www.wentworthcollege.school.nz

WENTWORTH
COllEgE

The Ministry of Education has released 50 ‘Aspire’ scholarships for 2013 
to enable students from lower-income families to attend private schools 
such as Wentworth College in Gulf Harbour – Rodney’s only private 
school. Scholarship winners receive free tuition PlUS $1500 each year 
towards school related costs - not just next year, but for the remainder of 
their schooling at Wentworth! Applications close May 11, 2012. 

SCHOLARSHIP ALERT!  
For Year 9 students in 2013

WARKWORTH’S ONLY 
PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN A member of the 

Northern Auckland 
Kindergarten Association

Phone 425 7096  • 13 Albert Road, Warkworth
Email: mahurangi@naka.co.nz  •  www.mahurangikindergarten.co.nz

Call us to enrol your child now!

To get as muddy as possible was the 
aim for members of the Warkworth 
Scout Group on February 24 when 
they took part in the annual Scouts 
National Mud Slide Day.
Around 30 keas, cubs and scouts battled 
it out to see who could go the fastest and 
make the biggest mud-bomb in the mud 
pool at the bottom of the 40m slide.
This was the first year that the group 
held a mudslide event, which took place 
on a farm in Duck Creek Road. Group 
leader David Hay says the event will 
return next year by popular demand.
“The mud bombs proved good 
training for the cubs as they joined 
other scout groups the following 
Sunday at the annual Big Splash 

competition where two cub members, 
Zayde Lee and Leah Jones, placed first 
and second respectively.”
The group also joined other scouts 
on February 26 to celebrate Founders 
Day – the birthday of scouting founder 
Robert Baden-Powell.
“With around 3000 people attending, 
the loudest chant on the day was for 
the group as they raced against 35 
other rafts. We built two rafts in an 
hour and came second overall.” 
More recently the group was donated 
a 100m long abseiling rope from the 
Warkworth Lions Club. The group has 
60 youth members in keas, cubs and 
scouts, and is starting a venturer unit for 
14 to 18 year olds. Info: scouts.org.nz

Members of the Warkworth Scout Group relished the chance to get wet and 
muddy as part of the Scouts National Mud Slide Day in February.

Non-stop action for scout unit
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Small Steps
Montessori Pre-School

Matakana

Call now to discuss your requirements 09 422 9401  
Mobile: 021 679 301  •  Email: matakana.smallsteps@xtra.co.nz

984 Matakana Road, Matakana

WE CURRENTLY HAVE VACANCIES
We offer your pre-school aged child 
(3-6 years) the following benefits:
• Individual attention
• AMI Montessori Qualified Directress
• Early childhood registered teacher
• We combine the ECE curriculum with the  
 Montessori philosophy giving a balanced  
 education for your child
• Warm and friendly environment
• Purpose built centre with outdoor   
    classroom and children’s vegetable garden
• Extended hours available

Sunday 8th April  •  From 9am  •  Leigh School Grounds

Leigh School

For more information call 09 422 6031
www.leighcarnival.co.nz

Fine wine and silent auctions

Fresh seafood and quickfire raffles

Delicious gourmet foods  *  Live music

Plants & Produce  *  Ice Slide  *  Bouncy Castles

Bric-a-brac  *  Cakes  *  Books

Face Painting  *  Rides  *  Coffee

Phone 09 425 6881
376 Mahurangi East Road

Snells Beach

Debz Hair 
Studio

09 425 8493
office@mti.net.nz    www.mti.net.nz

Courses fill fast. Call right now.

Learn the rules of the road at sea, buoys 
and beacons, boat handling, weather, 
safety, tides, charts, basic navigation, 
and more. Starts 10 May. One evening a 
week for 11 weeks 7pm - 10pm.  

Do it for your own safety.
Do it for your confidence
Do it for your family.
Do it now.

Do it now!

On the road, if you have a problem, you 
can just pull over and sort it out. You 
can’t do that at sea. 

Boatmaster.

A sponsor is needed to help Rodney 
and Kaipara students turn paper 
into native trees and plants under 
a national waste minimisation 
programme designed to encourage 
sustainable lifestyles.
Last year, over a hundred Rodney 
schools, from pre-school to college, 
joined the Paper4trees initiative run 
by the not-for-profit Environmental 
Education for Resource Sustainability 
Trust (EERST). A further 23 Kaipara 
schools have been involved since 2009.
The Trust supplies recycling bins for 
every room in the school to divert 
cardboard and paper from the waste 
stream, as well as other resources 
including posters, badges and 
recording sheets. Schools organise 
collection and report their results 
annually, being rewarded with one 
native plant for every two cubic metres 
of paper and cardboard recycled.
Paper4Trees manager Cayley Manson 
says that while a lot of schools were 
already recycling to a degree, the 
programme improves their efforts.
Earning trees highlights the 
importance of replacing used resources 
and provides a practical focus for 
teaching recycling and environmental 
issues, she says. Once planted, trees 
provide shade, become carbon sinks 
and attract native birds.

Mangawhai Beach school students are 
successfully turning their waste paper 
into school landscaping.

Environmental initiative seeks sponsorship

Mangawhai Beach School has 
received 38 trees and shrubs for 
school landscaping since it joined and 
recently ordered a further 28 for its 
2011 recycling alone. 
Teacher Andie Gore, says it has made a 
major difference to students’ behaviour, 
increasing recycling awareness and 

making it convenient for them to 
separate paper from other waste.
However, while set-up costs were 
funded through the Ministry for the 
Environment’s Waste Levy Fund, 
Cayley says a sponsor is now required 
before the programme can deliver on 
the promise of native plants supplied 
via a local nursery.
After a Lion Foundation grant 
covered 14% of costs for the Rodney 
region, around $10,000 still has to 
be raised for the region. Although 
2011 recycling statistics have yet to 
be collated, initial plant deliveries 
are targeted to coincide with the best 
planting time around May, making 
finding a sponsor urgent.
In Kaipara, EERST has covered 
the $3000-$4000 cost of providing 
trees for schools to date, but can no 
longer afford to do so without sponsor 
support, she says. 
Since the programme began in 2001, 
schools nationally have recycled over 
17,500 tonnes of paper and cardboard 
earning more than 70,000 plants 
and saving 140,000 cubic metres of 
landfill space. EERST estimates that 
in 2011 schools will have earned more 
than 40,000 trees.
Info: www.eerst.co.nz/paper-4-trees 
or phone Cayley 0800 727 4873.


